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s,o great and so exhausting and settled in the coun-
try, these might gradually have permeated it with
new ideas of trade and commerce so thoroughly
that the old national ideas of culture and religious
devotion would have given way to a pursuit of
wealth. By this means national feeling, and with
it desire for the ancient independence, would have
slowly burned out. The second expedient was a
great army of occupation well distributed over the
whole country, commanded not by native princes,
}>ut by Assyrians of undoubted loyalty, but, never-
theless, frequently changed to avoid possible en-
tanglements in local intrigues or incitements to
overweening personal ambition. Asshurbanapal
appears not to have seriously attempted the former
plan. The latter was tried on a small scale, but
as soon as the great civil war began, which was
wen now brewing 111 Babylonia, the troops had to
1)6 withdrawn. Necho remained a faithful vassal to
las death, but his son, Psammetichus, who suc-
ceeded him, declared himself independent even be-
fore the year (>f>0. The taking of Egypt had been
the most brilliant event in the reign of Esarhad-
dou. From it the Assyrians had drawn great
treasure, ou which the standing army had been
partially maintained. In spite of trials so great a
king such as Sargon or Esarhaddon, would prob-
ubly have held it, but Asshurbanapal was cast in
a different mold. It was the first great loss of his
reign; others less startling were to follow. The
decline of the Assyrian empire had begun.